
ad sciurus 

THE SQUIRREL  

A week has passed and we are heading towards the middle of 

January already! I am still looking for my first daffodil to know that 

spring is on it’s way. It was definitely a bit of a wet and murky week 

but the week ahead is meant to be drier and sunnier with blue skies. 

In school, the children have settled beautifully into the new 

curriculum focus and have enjoyed initial explorations of ‘If You Go 

Down To The Woods Today’. The teachers had a science training 

evening last Thursday and it has been good to see some of the things 

that were presented in the classrooms this week. This curriculum 

focus definitely lends itself to science which is one of our aims on our 

School Improvement Plan; to increase the children’s science capital.  

Jo is currently working on the clubs and has informed Years R, 5 and 

6 and the other year groups will be with you shortly. Swimming was 

positive for Year 5 yesterday and Year 4 start tomorrow. Jack 

Henson is back on Monday to begin Drums for Years 1 and 3. Year 2 

had their ballet with Miss Helen yesterday which they loved. It is all 

go here at Lanesend!  

The week ahead begins tomorrow with our ‘Feeling Good’ 

workshop 2 for Year 6 with Wonderfell Theatre Group. Tomorrow’s 

assembly is with myself and I am going to continue with ‘moments of 

joy’. Have you had many or given many moments of joy over the past 

week? We have been sharing our moments on our social media 

platforms and I have also had many moments of joy in school from a 

hug,  sharing of work, retelling of stories, hearing children read to just 

the buzz and excitement of learning that I see around our 

extraordinary and never ordinary school.  

Saturday 15th January (midnight) is the deadline for applications for 

children to join us in September. If you have not already put your 

application form in, please do. We would love you to join our 

fabulous family and experience the moments of joy we have 

everyday in school.  

Just going back to our curriculum focus and increasing the children’s 

science capital. We would like every child and every family to join 

us in a live study of a tree over the next year. What we would like 

children and families to do is to chose a tree in their garden, a 

favourite place, a popular tree on the island or a tree they absolutely 

love. I have a tree I absolutely love and it is a Holm Oak (which is an 

Evergreen Oak and the boughs of the tree have to be balanced all the 

way round otherwise it will not survive). There is a Holm Oak near to 

where I live that I walk Daisy to and it is completely down to the 

ground and you are enclosed once within it and I imagine it would 

have been a home of a witch or a healer many years ago who would 

have felt the heart of the tree. I imagine it would have been 

somewhere the community would have gone to seek help and 

support. I love this tree so I am going to do a book and study this tree 

for a year and we will share moments with you on our newsletter as I 

would like you to share moments of your trees here in school with us.  

 

 

 

The idea came from Charli in the office who did this exact activity 

when she was a little girl and she is going to bring her book in to 

share with us. I am really excited to share in this live science study 

with our children and families.  

We have our Vocabulary Dress Up Day on Tuesday 18th January 

(next week!) which is on Thesaurus Day 2022. We are asking the 

children to come dressed as the word but then have all the 

synonyms of their word that they can find on their costume too. We 

are then going to take a photograph of every child and make our own 

Lanesend Thesaurus in the words that the children come in as. I love 

this day (I think I said that on last week’s newsletter) and I cannot 

wait to see the words that the children come to school as.  

We have our Census Day in school next Thursday and we have a 

Census Themed Menu to try and encourage as many children to 

have a school lunch as possible because funnily enough this helps 

with our budget. A huge aspect is making sure that we have our 

families who are entitled to Free School Meals registered on the 

system. If your circumstances have changed for you as a family then 

please let us know and we can run a check to see if you are entitled 

to Free School Meals which helps enormously both the children and 

us as a school. Charli in the office is an expert in this and will be there 

to help in any way she can.  

As I have been sitting here, we have just had an anonymous 

sponsorship donation for Dance Live. We also had a donation from 

Stainless Games which I am so grateful for their kindness and 

support. If you would like to make a sponsorship donation for a 

company we will then put your company name on this year’s t-shirts 

as a thank you for supporting our Dance Live 2022 journey. Dance 

Live tickets go on sale tomorrow at 10am. We are going to try 

finalise arrangements tomorrow but it is just proving to be a bit tricky 

due to ferry times. I hope to have more information with you 

tomorrow. I am still looking for volunteers to help with costumes, 

make-up, scenery. Please do let Laura in the office know if you can 

help. It is only a month away now! 

Talking about performances, on Monday we are going to send out 

the sign up for The Lion King at the Mayflower next year. We have 

managed to get two consecutive Thursdays with 115 tickets for each 

performance which was so lucky as it is such a popular show as you 

can imagine. This will be on a first come, first serve basis so please 

respond if you wish for your child to go.  

If you are out and about at the weekend and go for a walk in the 

woods, please send in some photographs of what you see and do. It 

would be lovely to have a collage of our families going down to the 

woods.  

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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EV3s—We have sent out our EV3 Trip form. 
Please complete this on school forms and send it 

back to us as soon as you can so we can keep 
our records up to date. Thank you.  

If your child is going to be absent from school please call the office by 9am. Do not 

forget you can report your child’s sickness or absence from school on our Studybugs 

App. This is a quick and easy way to report your child being off and can be downloaded 

from your app store on your device. It is so easy! 

GENTLE REMINDER: Applications for 

Reception Intake 2022/2023 close this 

Saturday 15th January at midnight! 

Last Newsletter’s Answer: B 

This Week’s Debate… 
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Well done to Team Slytherin with a huge lead this week. 



Reception— Talk to me about... Our visit from Baby Primrose, floating on a cloud, how to create a colour wheel 
and different ways to make the number 4. 

Words to use... compare, composition, fewer than, TrickBox, primary colours 

Tips for the week... next week we will be learning about Deciduous and Evergreen trees. Can 
you spot any on your way home? 

We have been reading... Owl Babies. 

Year 1— Talk to me about....our new topic: 'If You Go Down to the Woods Today'. Also, what do plants need to 
grow? 

Words to use...new, woodland, forest, habitat, seed, roots, stem, leaves. 

Tips for the week...look for different plants when out and about. What can you spot?  

We have been reading...Esio Trot, We're Going on a Bear Hunt and Goldilocks and the Three Bears.  

Year 2— Talk to me about… adding and subtracting 2 digit numbers. 

Words to use...tens, ones, exchange, add, subtract, more, less, total, 

Tips for the week... pictures in story books give us clues, look for links between the words the author uses and 
clues in the pictures. 

We have been reading... The Secret Garden 

Year 3 – Talk to me about...The Woodland Trust  

Words to use...protect, care, plant, restore 

Tips for the week...Spot similes and metaphors in books or when people talk.  

We are reading...I Am the Seed that Grew the Tree, poetry selected by Michael Rosen and The Christmas Pig. 

Year 4- Talk to me about... how humans can have an impact on woodland habitats. 

Words to use... ominous, suspense, infer and predict (from our Literacy). 

Tips for the week... use Times Tables Rock Stars to practise your times tables at least twice a week. 

We have been reading... 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' by William Shakespeare and 'Black Dog' by Levi Pinfold. 

Year 5— Talk to me about...How music can be represented using images, pictures or symbols.  

Words to use...Similes, metaphors, personification (all types of figurative language).   

Tips for the week...The decimal point never moves, the digits move around it.  

Moving a digit up from one column (e.g. ones up to tens) means the digit has gotten 10 times bigger.  

Moving a digit down a column (e.g. hundreds to tens) means the digit has gotten 10 times smaller.  

We have been reading... An extract from The Lord of the Rings.  

Guided reading book include: The Big Stink, A Super Sleuth's Manual and Dogs of the Hinterland.  

Year 6— Ask your child to talk to you about which seeds grow into which trees and how seeds are dispersed. 

Language to use: conker, horse chestnut, sycamore, acorn, oak, sequoia, cone. 

We are reading the beautiful poetry book 'The Lost Words'. 

In maths we have been learning how to add and subtract fractions. 

 

 

Use these prompts with your children at home to start a Conversation about 

their week in school... 
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Try this week’s 

Teamwork 

Skills Builder 

Challenge at 

home with 

your family. 



Issue 15    Thursday 13th January 2022 



Tasty Mains

Chicken Fillet Burger 

OR 

Incredible Burger 

(Vegan)

With Chips 

Scrummy Veggie Sides

Sweetcorn and BBQ Baked Beans

Yummy Dessert

Chocolate Orange Cake

with

Chocolate Sauce

£2.15

20/01/22
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Change Your Life in 12 Weeks 
 
The Prince’s Trust Team Programme aims to reduce the number of young people who aren’t in education, training or 

employment and if they aren’t ready for college, employment or other education we can support them and provide them with life skills 
and a qualification.  
  
Delivered by Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service (HFRS), the 12-week personal development course which supports unemployed 
young people aged between 16-25 to gain motivation, confidence, overcome barriers, make new friends, and ultimately enter 
employment, education or further training. The programme itself is broken down into specific weeks focusing on different aspects of 
development. 

Covid 19 - We have adapted our delivery in line with government and education guidance and will be using a blend of virtual 
learning and face to face delivery over the 12 weeks. A thorough induction process will take place before the course starts with all 
young people to ensure everyone is safe during these times.  

 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Princes-Trust@HantsFire.gov.uk    Text ‘Team’ to 07918 887 897 
 

 

 


